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memorandum for the president 

South Vietnam 

The cities of Quang Tri, Hue, Ben Tre and Chau Phu and the village 
of Duy Xuyen near Hoi An southeast of nang continue to be occupied by 
significant enemy forces. However, all enemy forces are under attack 
with air and ground fire. The imperial city area of Hue is reportedly 

still surrounded by the enemy. 

Saigon police believe they have the situation in hand. Sporadic sniper 
fire is expected today, with. some mortar fire to cover what police believe 
will be withdrawal of remaining Viet Cong. The center of Saigon is now 
considered 80 percent safe for travel. The Cholon area is still unsafe. 

Reports from Saigon indicate Gen. Loan is taking strong measures to ^ 
rou'st the Viet Cong from the various buildings they occupy. . Two marine 
companies and six tanks were ordered to take a pagoda -.all day by a Viet Cong 
force. The Vietnamese marine companies refused to attack the pagoaa. pon 
hearing of this Gen. Loan said that he would send his own police troops to 
carry out the assault The first police assault was met by the firing of heavy 
weapons by the Viet Cong in the pagoda. Shortly thereafter some 30 mon s 
and nuns at another pagoda demonstrated in sympathy with the Viet Cong 
attacks in Saigon. Loan threatened that if they did not disperse he would 
counter with tear gas. The police then dispersed the demonstrating nuns 

and monks . 

The situation in Quang Tri is reported in good shape. After launching 
an attack against the city the Viet Cong withdrew last night, having taken 
an estimated 300 casualties. No casualties were re-ported among civilian 

elements. 

In the city of Kontum, the enemy still controls approximately fifty percent,. 
However, all friendly installations in the area are considered secure with 
sporadic small-arms firing and occasional mortar fire continuing. 

The Danang air base napalm storage area received an estimated 6-10 
rounds of mortar fire. The resulting fire was brought under control and 

was limited to the storage area. 

At Ban Me Thuot serious fighting was still reported at midnight. The enemy 
is situated between the air field and the American officers quarters. 

In the delta area, the ARVN forces at Can Tho have driven the Viet Cong 
from the town. Several units exfiltrating during the early morning hours 
have been caught in open paddies and have been decimated. US observers 
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state that although the enemy seemed to be carrying out a three -night, 
three assault operation, hoping to wear down the ARVN and security 
forces, the opposite has occured. ARVN and security forces in Can Tho 
have countered all attacks with exceptional bravery and excellent 
esprit de corps. 

Preliminary reports of casualties during the current enemy campaign show 
more than 6, 000 Communists killed in contrast to some 575 allied troops 
killed and 1,700 wounded. Civilian casualties are expected to be high. 
Although these figures are not complete, the enemy apparently had little 
regard for losses in their attempt to stage this spectacular. 

Casualties reported in South Vietnam for the week 21-27 January 



Killed 

Wounded 

Ene my 

2,365 

- - 

United States 

203 

1, 678 

South Vietnamese 

236 

688 


I am attaching a copy of Gen. Westmoreland’s transcript of his 
conversation with you last evening and his latest assessment of the 
situation around Kh Sanh. 

White House Situation Room 



Briefing Officer 




